Beyond the field by David Herrera
 "Every kid in the world who plays football wants to be Pele, which means I have the responsibility of showing them how to be a footballer but also how to be a man." Pele

[image: Pele, Brazil]In the current world of professional sports, were money, fame and prestige continue to grow stumbling across true legends can become harder. Sure many players can have an amazing season here and there and become the next big promotional face of a company, a sort of provisional hero for the time being. But occasionally, in the mist of all of this, exceptional athletes become legends, who long after retiring their cleats, continue to build a legacy that reaches far beyond the arena.
	Background
 	Take for instance Edson Arantes do Nascimento. The name might not sound familiar at first; but what about his more world renown name: PELE. If this name still doesn’t ring a bell, a little background on his career might help illustrate why this man became a legendary soccer player, why he is still talked about today. Pele was one of the strikers that actively played in the Brazilian national team, one of the world powerhouses when it comes to soccer… or in more correct terminology futbol. 
Here are some of his main career accomplishments:
· He scored 1281 goals in 1363 games, which averages about 1 goal per game
· Won 3 world cups with Brazil (1958,1962,1970)
· 1970 FIFA World Cup Golden Ball
· 1958 FIFA World Cup Silver Ball
· Copa America top scorer: 1959
· FIFA Player of the Century
· FIFA Order of Merit: awarded in 2004
· MasterCard Team of the Century
· inductee
· International Olympic Committee's Athlete of the Century.  (FIFA)

What is more interesting, were the humble beginnings of this man. He was born in Tres Coracos, Brazil, October 23, 1940; before he was discovered as a prodigy soccer player, he would play soccer where ever he could, with whatever he had around (a sock stuffed with paper or even a grape fruit) and earned a living as a shoe shiner, until he was discovered at the age of 11, joined his first team at the age of 12 and scored his first goal in a professional team at the age of 15. 
With every touch of the ball, every pass, every dribble, Pele was capable of coming up with something new - something the fans had never seen before.
With a killer instinct in front of goal, an eye for the perfect pass and supreme athleticism, the Brazilian was just about the perfect footballer. And if the Seleção came to incarnate the 'beautiful game' in the eyes of so many observers around the world, this can largely be credited to the breathtaking skills of their most celebrated No10. (Pele FIFA)




Beyond the Field

Beyond the field, this man’s ability to play soccer like none other, help break down barriers and eventually allowed him to become an ambassador for his own nation, in order to help promote the efforts of both the UN and UNICEF. 
	One of the most widely known stories about Pele and his worldwide influence dates back to 1967, a time where Nigeria was facing civil war, and the country was heavily divided; never mind this, the country agreed to do a cease fire, so they could come together and see Pele play and exhibition game in the capital Lagos. (Kissinger)  
 He also went on to sign contracts to teach children soccer in 115 countries, and filmed training videos for the cause. 
 	He realized that his career made him a role model, a hero for every child in the world, who knew about soccer. To that extend he replied: “I have the responsibility of showing them how to be a footballer but also how to be a man." (Pele FIFA)
Untainted Game
 In more recent years, Pele has started advocating for the idea that futbol leagues across the world need to start incorporating the so called “salary caps”. He strongly believes that the exorbitant salaries are a departure from the true nature and sense of the Jogo bonito (beautiful game). He stated back in 2009 
My time was a little different – we did not have the big sponsors," he said. "Today they have big sponsors, big companies to support football. But in my point of view and the point of view of Fifa, these [players' salaries] must be controlled.
"You get a player today that they announce in Manchester United, Real Madrid or Milan or any other team, and they kiss their shirt …The next day, he goes to another team and he kisses that shirt. This, I think, is something we have to pay attention to for the next generation." (Pele calls)
[image: http://www.worldfootballinsider.com/_img/articles/ik5cuwoy.big.jpg]This approach shows his determination to help understand the current and future generations that sports are more than the money behind them. He comes from an era where you played for the love of the game, and he pride of representing your very own nation. Perhaps he doesn’t ask for austere salaries, but to control it before it becomes the main focus. (Especially now, where teams like Real Madrid have paid $130 dollars for a single player) 
Pele's comments on salary caps follow the completion of world footballer of the year Cristiano Ronaldo's world record transfer to Real Madrid (Getty Images)
	

He became the example of how the monetary rewards of a sport can help change the world, and help others on person at the time. He followed his father’s advice to retire at the peak of his career; at age 34 he retired and donated his last year salaries to children’s charities. (Pele the king)
 His love and passion for athletics, have also contributed recently to put Brazil, in the 2016 list for possible hosts, in one of the world’s greatest gathering of top athletes, the Olympics. To that extent he has said “You have had a lot of Olympics in the United States, in Europe, but in South America we don't have. Everybody knows Brazil is prepared. Not only Brazil, but the whole of South America." (Pele).
English 2010, Hull

	Pele left a legacy to the world of soccer that will outlast generations. His legendary accomplishments are not only being writing in the annals of history, but continue to make history day by day. The key to this according to him: ‘Everything is practice’

5

Works Cited

Kissinger, Henry “PELE: The Phenomenon” time.com. Time Inc. 14 Jun. 1999. Web. 14 Jul  2011.

“Pele” Fifa.com. Web. 14 Jul. 2011

“Pele Calls for worldwide Salary Cap” guardian.co.uk. Guardian and media. 7 Jul. 2009. Web. Jul 14, 2011
[bookmark: _GoBack]“Pele, the king of soccer” sports.jrank.org. Web. 14 Jul. 2011

Pictures
“Pele” Fifa.com. Web. 14 Jul. 2011

“Pele Calls for Salary Cap as Arsenal Leads European Debate; Lessons from MLS” worldfootballinsider.com. 8 Jul. 2011. Web. 14 Jul 2011.
image2.jpeg




image1.jpeg




